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Presenting an entirely objective translaton seems hardly possible, however, 
some critera should be set for translators to constran subjectivity from 
creeping, in in future translations. Second, in an era where growing hostility 
agamnst Islam reached an unprecedented level, a satisfactory translation is one 
that makes it possible for the "other" to grasp the true spirit and instructions of 
Islam, on the one hand, and not to demote the beauty and meaning potential of 
the Quran through dispensing with the text complexities and ambiguities for 
readers' convenience on the other. How this can be realized, however, merits 
another complete study. 

Besides, sectons i the prefaces of future translations should be devoted to 
clanfving the controversial issues and musconceptions that are always taken 
against Islam, e.g. explaining the original context of the call for jibad, holy war, 
and the status of women in Islam ... etc. — an issue that is touched upon by 
Abdel Haleem 1n his itroducton. 

Further, the misconception that Prophet Muhammad was the author of the 
Qur'an should be dispelled through highlightng the miraculous sides of the 
Qur'an that enjoms the conclusion that it cannot be but a divine revelation — an 
iitiative that, ironically, was embarked on by a non-Muslim, Dr. Maunce 
Bucaille. 
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structure of the original text. He declares avoiding "unnecessary close adherence 
to the original Arabic structures and idioms, which almost always sound 
unnatural in English. Litera! translatons of the Arabic idioms often result in 
meaningless English" (xxxi). To sore degree, he tries to present the idea 
without sticking to the exact Arabic wording. In addition, he abandoned the 
common rendering of separate numbered verses. His translation is rather 
presented in paragraph form with verse numbers superscripted. He sometimes 
breaks a long sentence into shorter units and does not necessarily stick to verse 
boundanes. As he says, "it happened that a new paragraph was even started 
rud-verse i an attempt to solve stylistic difĥculties" (p. XXXV). 

After this broad review of major trends in Quran translatons since the 
inception of the publicatons in the sixteenth century tlll the most recent 
translation in the twenty first century, we can sum up and conclude with few 
points. 

The foregomg discussion highhghted the fact that the vicipus outlook and 
negative image of Islam and Muslims with which westerners are currently 


overwhelmed can be traced back to the effects of the early renditons of the 


~ meanings of the holy Qur'an into foreign languages by misstonanes centuries 


ago. However, this is not to deny that some sectarian translations by Musluns 
contributed to spreading some misconceptions about Islam as well. Despite this 
gloomy situation, a glimpse of hope can still be aspired for on account of the 
amelioration in some of the translatons that emerged in the last decade of the 
twentieth centuty and the tum of the new millennium. It can be argued that the 
translations surveyed in this paper are to a satisfactory extent free from both the 
calumnious attacks and sectaran deviant biases encountered in earlier 
translations by non-Muslims and Muslims respectively. One even longs that the 
fascnaton with the Quran and the favourable attitude towards Islam, 
expressed by Cleary in his 1993 mtroducton, could find its way to western 
media as a response to the libels launched against Islam. 

Now, let us try to attempt an answer for the question posed earlier about 
What constitutes a satisfactory translaton. The first prerequisite is impartiality. 
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Among his strange rendions are the use of "scoffers" for "disbekevers" ) 
(ub) and "The Master of the Two Centuries" for "Dhu'l Qamayn" „i) 


(di „I (18:83). However, he should be credited for translating the title of sw 


An-Naml, chapter 27, as Tbe „Ants while the other translators unjustifiably 
translate itas The Amt. 

The last translation to review here is the revised edition of M.A.S. Abdel 
Haleem's The Quran, published May 2005 by Oxford University Press. Abdel 
Haleem is an Egyptian who got a B.A. in Arabic and Islamic Studies from Cairo 
University and a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge in the United 
Kingdom. He taught Arabic and Islamic Studies first at Cambridge and then at 
the Centre of Islamic Studies (SOAS) at the University of London. Since 1995, 
he has been working as a professor of Islamic studies at the University of 
London, Director of SOAS, and Editor in Chief of the Joa! of (Durlanic 5tudte;. 
Abdel Haleem's translation 1s intended for Muslimms and Non-Muslins, and it 1s 
meant to surpass previous translaŭons in clanty, accuracy and modernity of 
language so as "to make the Qur'an accessible to everyone who speaks English" 
(p- xxix). 

'The translation is supplemented with a chronology of the Qur'an, a selected 
bibliography, =. index, and a useful introduction in which he discusses, among; 
other things, some important stylistc features of the Quran, issues of 
interpretation as well as decontextualizaton and misinterpretation of Qur'anic 
verses. Introductions for sunw are used in additon to short footnotes that are 
meant to "explain allusions, references, ... cultural background, ... reasons di 
departing from accepted translatons[] give altematives, or make cross- 
references" (XXV). 

The translator made use of some classical Arabic dicionanes and depended 
on some commentaries, most important of which is that of Razi. Nevertheless, 
he does not seem to be influenced by Razi's movement of scientific exegesis of 


the Quran. Abdel Haleem took some libertes with the exact wordng and 
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an illuminating introduction as well as extensive endnotes that he states "should 
be viewed as an intrinsic part of the translation itself" (p. XIID, the 2004 
translaton includes nothing whatsoever but the text. The page is divided into 
two columns, and the layout gives a poetic touch. 'lhe verses are numbered 
singly. 

All that is known about this translator is that he got a Ph.D. in East Asian 
Languages and Civilizatons from Harvard University, and that he is such a 
prolific translator who produced 2a great number of works related to religious 
tradmons such as Taoism, Buddhism, Confucianism and Islam. Cleary's religion 
is not known; however, he seems to be a non-Muslirn as he states in his 1993 
translaton, "the very least advantage ze can denve from reading the Quran is 
the opportunity to examine o4r own subjectivity in understanding a text of this 
nature" [my emphasis] (p. X). Nevertheless, his words in that introduction 
betray a matchless infatuaton with the Quran and quite a positive attitude 
towards Islam. Cleary (1993) argues that "[the] observaton that the Quran 
distinguishes the differences within the adherents of each religious dispensation, 
rather than among the dispensations themselves per se, seems to be a key to 
approaching- the Quran without relgous bias" (p. X). Further, he 
acknowledges the "unique and inumitable literary qualites of the Quran" (p. 
XII). He intended to present his non-Muslim readers to "the essential wisdom, 
beauty, and majesty of this sacred book" (p. VID. 

Cleary seems to be much affected by Al-Ghazali, and the quotes he cites in 
his 1993 editon show that he has a Suĥ leaning. In the 2004 edition, direct 
speeches by God are written in a different font. Pronominal references to God 
are replaced with the noun "God" as there "is no third person pronoun 
pertectly well sutted to making reference to the transcendent God beyond all 
human conceptons" (p. XV). 

In general, Cleary's language is clear, and he is honest in beg close to the 
expression of the Arabic text. However, this approach without the use of 
foomores makes the intended meaning ambiguous to target readers in some 


places. The reader can tind some errors in his translation like 18:29 and 18:30. 
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“goodness' " (p. 5). Progressive Muslms believe that the initial baszalab was part 
of the revealed text in old manuscripts; hence, like Turner, they count it in the 
verses numbered sngly. 

Progressive Muslims do not use names for sunar as they believe that these 
names were man-made. Ĥenx=, they removed them "to maintain authenticity of 
the revealed text" (p. 4). Further, according to one of the transktors, the 


translation is intended for "all Engliso, speaking people ... lt deĥes the 
established hierarchy of religon which is min made and requests people to 


discover their own personal link vith God without he need for any scholar or 
sheikh or interpreter" (personal comtaunicaton, October3, 2005). 

Thus, the translators do not depenaon any authorized exegxzis. They rather 
rely on the dicionary meanings or the surface meanings of wuxds. “This 
sometimes yields an odd translaton, e.g. "the nount of ages" for "piu /,-" 
(95: 2), or one that differs from other translation. For instance, in the following 
verse, they render the word "g—~i" as "duplicate" ather than "abrogate" that is 
stated by exegetes: 

(106 45 „iul)) "Ltla al lia pus lblgjŭj aj GJ a feaj Lo 


Progressive Muslims: We do not duplicate a sign, Or Lake it forgotten, 
ualess We bring one which is like « or even greater. 


Besides, they have a certan philosophy regarding the lettz with which 
twenty nine sura of the Qur'an are initiated, and they link them, identiing 
the wubkamat (clear) and »wtasbabebat (open to interpretabon) Verses sentoned 
in 37 in the Quran. This philosophy affects their interpretaton and hens phejr 
translation of certain verses (ct.55:2, 5: 38). Thus, readers who are interstes 
in this translaton should bevare that it deviates from the manstren 
understanding of verses in some paces. 

Turing to Thomas Clearys translaton, it was published in 2004 by 
Starlatch Press. In 1993, Cleary produced a translation of only selected verses of 


what he considers to be the essential Qur'an. While the 1993 version ncluded 
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contemporary readers using modem idiom, in his preface Ghal emphasizes 
"stnct adherence to the Arabic text, and the obvious avoidance of irrelevant 
explanations and explicanons" (p. xii). Like the Bewleys' translation, some 
Arabic words, eg. Tawnwb (Torah), Imi! (the gospe), Zakat (alms), Nasira 
(Christians) etc., are used in translterated form within the text; however, they 
are explaned in footnotes rather than in a glossary. Ghali also stcks to the 
Arabic pronunciaton of proper names, e.g. Ibrahim for Abraham, Mŭs2 for 
Moses ... etc. and explains them in footnotes. He uses special transcribed 
symbols in writing to represent certam Arabic sounds. Even the pages in Ghalf's 
translaton run form right to left like the system i Arabic books. 

Ghali is to be credited for his adrurable honesty in fidelity to the original 
text. Most of the time, though sometimes needlessly, he follows the word order 
of the original which is sometimes a marked structure meant for a certan 
purpose, thus keeping its eftect. The same approach is followed in malntamning 
imagery and parallel repetitve structures that are unique Qur'anic styles. 
However, wooden adherence to the Arabic idiom in other places renders the 
style unnecessaniy unnatural -- an aspect which may slow down comprehension 
by target readers. 

The other 2003 translaton is Tbe Mergge „4 Litera! Translaton of ibe Final 
Revwaled Seripture, published by iUniverse, Inc. It is also available online at the site: 
www.ProgressiveMuslims.Org. As the title indicates, it is a literal translaton of 
the Qur'an. However, it is more Ĥexible than Ghalt's translaŭon as regards word 
order and adherence to the “Arabic idiom and structure. It is meant as an 
attempt "to remntroduce people to God's words with authenticity and 
objectivity" (p. 4). 

Like the translation by the "Kurkish commuttee, Tbe Majesttr (ur'an, ut is a 
collective work by a group of Arab and non-Arab students of the Scripture. 
Similar in a way to the Bewleys' translabon, it is based on the Warsh verse 
count. As for the readings, the translators compare all variatons in the 
acceptable readings and "follow the “best meaning in light of the overall spinit 
of the Scripture and our knowledge regarding the essence of God being 


Era Lo 


professor of Arabic; then, he became a felow of St Anthony's College in 
Oxford. Professor Abdal Hakim Murad was educated at Cambridge University 
and Al-Azhar University mn Cairo. Perhaps this combinaton made the end 
product indeed a distinguished work. The translators strive for close adherence 
to the original text while the language is lucid and smooth. 'To a great extent, 
they managed a balance between fidelity to the original and readability through 
giving explanatory additions that are marked within square brackets. 

This translation is supplemented with translator and publisher prefaces, an 
introduction, a transliteraton key, introduction for suna, extensive footnotes 
that betray a Sufi leaning in a number of places as well as an index. Besides the 
first sura, ALFattha (Tbe Opentno) is supplemented with transkteraton for the 
convenience of readers as it is part and parcel of the daily prayers. The book 
includes both the Arabic and English texts side by side. The team of the work 
seems to be extremely reader-onented. It is them aim, in the different edibons, 
to refine the language to sut the moder readers, and they take into 
consideraton all the observations the readers bring to their attention. 

The first translation we are concemed with in 2003 is the third revised 
edition of Towands Understanding ibe EwrGhmoms Quran by Muhammad 
Mahmoud Ghali, an Egyptian professor of English at the Faculty of Languages 
and Translaton, Al-Azhar University. It was published by Dar AHNashr ll 
Game3at and revised by Al Ali Ahmad Shaaban, Ahmad Shafiq Al-Khatib and 
fFlfvine Acelas Mischler. The book is supplemented with a preface, an 
introducton, a table for Arabic sound transcnption and short footnotes. It 
indludes both the Arabic and English texts side by side. Verses are numbered 
singly. 

Ghal's translaŭon is unique in a number of respects. He defines as his 
methodology "the differentiaŭton between synonyms" which "has not been 
strictly observed before" though "it can reveal many areas where shades of 
meaning should be kept distinct" (p. xi). Besides, the translaton differs from all 
the other translaŭons in being extremely soutce-language onented. Unlike the 


other translators who are mainly concerned with rendering 2 translaton for 
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ln this editon, Dawood cortected one often cited mistranslaton i 731 
replacing "Children of Allah" with the correct "Childen of Adam" (p/,„—). 
However, the mistranslation of 2:191, rendering "idolatry is more gnevous than 
bloodshed" instead of "persecution is worse than killing" (1 (= 14! di xi;), 


still exists. Besides, his translation of the names of sun in a number of instances 
is strange and inaccurate. For instance, he translates AFTakw, rolling up or 
darkening, as Cessation; ALNar, victory, as Help; ALSgida, prostraton, as 
Adoration; ALHaybr, mustering or gathenng, as Exile, and surprisingly „ALRam, 
the Romans, as The Greeks. 

Despite bemg a Jew, in his introduction, Dawood does not launch the earlier 
ĥerce polemics against Islam. He seems to be advocating an objective attitude 
towards the Qur'an as he states that "it is the text itself that matters; and the 
reader should be allowed to approach it with a free and unprejudiced mind" (p. 
xi). Moreover, contrary to earker critcs who think that the Quran is a 
wearisome disconnected jumble, he admuts that it is "by far the finest work of 
classical Arabic prose" (p. ix), and that it "is not only one of the most influential 
books of prophetcc literature but also a literary masterpiece in its own neht" (p. 
xi). In general, this work does not reflect the earlier missionary religious biases, 
and it is meant to "to present tre modem reader with an intelligible version of 
the Koran i contemporary English" (p. X. 

The other translaton that appeared in 2000 is that of The Majerte Duran, 
published by A-Nawaw1 and Ibn Khaldun foundations. It is a huge bulky 
expensive revised fourth edition of a work that originally appeared in 1992 
under a different tile, namely Tŝe FHofy (Duran wuitb Engisb Translation. Unlike all 
the other translations reviewed, except Progressive Muslims' The Message, it is a 
collecnve work of a Turkish committee consisting of four translators — Ali 
Ozbec, Nureddin Uzunoĝlu, Mehmet Maksutoĝlu and Tevfik R. Topuzoĝlu — 
and three editors: Abdal Hakim Murad, Mostafa Badawi and Uthman 
Hutchmson. "The ĥrst three translators are specialized in Islamic studies while 


the last is a professor of Arabic. Mustafa Badawi was originally an Egyptian 
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Ghali: They said, "Two kinds of sorcery mutually backing each 
other!" 

"The Bewleys' translation is one of the very good translations. The language 
is lucid and natural. At the same time, the translators are honest in keeping close 
to the original text. However, the lack of footnotes can, in some cases, make the 
intended meaning inaccessible to the target reader. 

As for Dawood, he is the only Jew known to have translated the Qur'an into 
English. His full name is Nessim Joseph Dawood. He was originally an Iraqi; 
then, he moved to London as a scholar in 1956. Later, he established and 
headed a publishing and advertising company there. 

Apart from 'Turner's translaŭon intended as an interpretabon, Dawoodis 
latest revised edition (2000) of his earlier 1956 translation seems to be the most 
liberal, in all the translations reviewed, in not sticking closely to the wording of 
the orignal. He himself admits avoiding close adherence to the text as he 
beleves that "[in] adhering to a nigidly literal rendenng of Arabic idioms, 
previous translatons have ... practcally falled to convey both the meaning and 
the rhetorica! grandeur of the original" (p. xi). Thus, most of the time, Dawood 
translates the idea disregarding sentence structure or close adherence to the 
words or figures as they are in Arabic. 

This edition, published by Penguin, includes both the Arabic and English 
texis side by side for easy comparison. It is furnished with an index and a 
chronological table listing the main events in the Prophet life. Here, Dawood 
malntains the traditional sequence of swar which he abandoned in earlier 
editons opting for a chronological sequence. He does not write the verses 
individually but group a number of verses together in paragraph form. He also 
does not number the verses singly but group them at intervals of four or five, 
which makes it rather a bit difficult to locate a certan verse. He does not use 
introductions to suna but uses scanty footnotes including cross-references to 
Biblical verses, which is a useful guide far those interested in cross-cultural 


studies and compansons. 
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proliĥic translators, is "to allow the meaning of the original, as far as possible, to 
come straight through with as little linguistic interface as possible so that the 
English used does not get in the way of the direct transmission of the meaning" 
(p. iii). Hence, they do not provide any intermediary explanation and hardly use 
footnotes. Moreover, there are no introductons to sunas The translators also 
preferred to keep key Islamic terms, whose translation would be misleading as 
there are no exact equivalents in English, as they are in transliterated form 
withun the text. However, the book is supplemented with a glossary at the end 
providing definitons for such terms. Through a special page layout and use of 
rhythm, the translators attempt to be "faithful to the origina!" rendering "at least 
a taste of [its] essential attribute" (p. iv). They number the verses singly. 

The Bewleys seem to have a Suĥi leaning as they pay homage to ther "guide 
and teacher" Shaykh 'Abdalqadir as-Suĥ in their preface, yet this is not 
obviously reflected in the translation itself. Besides, though they do not abstain, 
like the Mu'tazlites, from using anthropomorpbic references to God in ther 
translation, they assert that such references "are not to be taken literally referring 
to any sort of physical characteristcs but rather to an attribute or quality 
indicated by the expression used" (p. v). A distinctive feature of this translation 
is that itis based on the reading of Imam Warsh rather than thar of lmam Hafs 
on which almost all other translatons are based except that of Progressive 
Muslims. Due to slight variatons between the readings of these two lrnams, 


few differences appear in the translatons. For example, based on the reading 
“olyaLon,  sabiran, = rather than "paw", sibran, in verse 48 of suru 28 (AL 


Qasas, Tbe Sto), the translanons of Bewley and Progressive Muslims differ 
from the other translations: 


-(48 «poma "ĉ1948 15 Qj UJ Mallia | va i pava lall...” 
Bewleys: They say, "Two magicians who back each other up.” 
Progressive Muslims: 'They had said: “Two mapicians assisting one another.” 


Abdal Haleem: They say, "Two kinds of sorcery, helping each other,” 
Cleary: They have said, "two sorceries, assisting one another.'" 


Dawood: They say: "Two works of sorcery complementing one 
another!' 
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that is normally translated as something like: 


Pickthall And verily We tried Solomon, and set upon his throne a (mere) 
body. Then did he repent. 

Yusuf Ali: And We did try Solomon: We placed on his throne a body 
(without life); but he did turn (to Us in true devotion). 

is rendered by Turner as: 


In truth We tried Solomon: in his dream We placed a blindingly bright Star- 
of-David on his throne; so marvelous was this spectacle that men, jinns and 
birds flocked to witness it. Solomon thought that this was a sign that his 
favourite wife would soon give him a son, and that the son would attain 
kinship and majesty without parallel. But the son that was bom to his 
favourite wife came into the world still-bom, and when We placed the 
lifeless infant on his throne, Solomon realized that he misinterpreted the 
dream. And so he turned to God and asked his forgiveness. (p. 273) 

In a translaton like that of Turner, the reader can by no means realize where 
the translaton ends and the exegesis begins. The problem is that it does not 
satisfy the needs of Muslims who seek to read the Quran through a translation 
due to the language barter. Such Muslims need to find a renditon of the eat 
wordings o the onginal as far as the translation process allows rather than a 
commentary with additons or omissions. 

Within the context of this approach, Tumer enforces on the reader in many 
places unduly additions. For instance, in suna 18 — AFKabf (Tbe Cave) — Qur'anic 
verses themselves express peoples surmises about the exact number of the 
young, people of the Cave and do not specify it for certan. Turner, however, 
translates the second part of verse 13: 

(13 «uig50) tao plis agaj aio ZG ago ce“ 
as "...they were fowreloquent young men ..." (p. 172). 

The Bewleys' translation (1999), published by Madmnah Press, 15 the 
culminaton of twenty five years of grappling with "arnving at the best way of 
expressing; the meaning of its ayats in English" (p. ui). The book includes only 
the English translaŭon without the Arabic text. It is basically intended for 
English. speaking Muslims. Aisha Bewley was originally a Chnristan and 
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tbe Ever(Glonons Qur'an (2003), originally published (1997); Progressive Muslims' 
The Mersage: A Literaj Tranitation of tbe Fina! Read Scipiure (2003), Thomas 
Cleary's Tbe Quran: 4 New Transtaton (2004), M. A. S. Abdel Haleem's revised 
edition of Tie Quran: A New Translaton (2005), originally published (1994). 

It is worth mentioning that in his essay "Sectanan and Ideological Bias in 
Muslim Translatons of the Qur'an", Robinson (1997) discusses a number of 
issues supplemented with verses that can help judge the theological leaning of 
translators. Testing the above mentioned new translatons in the light of these 
issues, they seem to be free from the major theological tendencies that 
characterized other translatons. This is a good step on the way towards 
presenting satisfactory translatons. lt bridges one gap so that we can focus our 
attention on the degree of their closeness to the original text while rendering the 
meaning accessible to target readers. Checking these eight works reveals that 
they follow different approaches to translaton as will be shown in due course 
below. 

Colin Tumer 15 a Muslim lecturer of Islamic Studies and Persian at the 
University of Durham. Through hus translation, published by Ĉurzon, he aimed 
at conveying “the meanings of the Quran in as lucid and readable and English 
style (2) while preserving the integnity of the original text" (p. xv). The book 
contains both the Arabic text and the English translation but not side by side. It 
is rather divided into two parts. Tumer uses transliteration for the names of 
suras (chapters), and he uses neither footnotes nor introductions for each sun 
He writes the verses singly, each preceded with its number; however, he 
deviates from the common tradition as he counts the initial bawalab in the 
verses ot each sunz — a feature shared by the so-called "Progressive Mushms" 
translators as will be mentioned in due course. Besides, his translation is unique 
among all other translations as it encompasses interpretation within the verses 
themselves. He depended on the textual exegesis entitled Maui aLOurun 
(Meantngy of ibe (Duran) by Muhammad Bagir Behbudi and "opened out" the 
verses to "reveal some of the layers of meaning expounded by the prophet ..." 


(p. xvi). For example, verse 34 of surat Sad 
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contain interpretatons which are eccentric and speculative and do not reflect 
the mamstream understanding of the text, which most readers wish to know" 
(VII). Apart from the aforementioned works, some other moderate 
translations by Muslims appeared. However, it was thought crucial to shed light 
- on the previous cases to stress that translations are not always a reliable source 
to judge Islam. Any translator brings to his work the beliefs, inferences and 
doctrines that are the substance of personal biases, theological leaning, and even 
tactical scheming. Hence, the only critenon for judgment is the textin Arabic. It 
should be borne in mind that translatons, no matter how accurate, can hardly 
be objective. 

It was only natural im the late eighties of the tventieth century, on account of 
the abovementioned shortcomings coupled with the falure of most well- 
mtentoned translators to convey the intended meaning, smoothly, that A. R. 
Kidawi (1987) would state, "[t]he Muslim Seripture is yet to find a dignified and 
faithful expression in the English language that matches the majesty and 
grandeur of the original". Similay, Abdul Hakeem 'Tabibi (1986) asserted, "ull 
now, there is no complete consensus on a satisfactory translaton. Hence, 
Muslms strive to produce a complete satisfactory translaton ..." (p. 44). This 
raises the question: what makes a satisfactory translaton? 

Before attemptng an answer, let us first bnefly survey a few important 
translatons that appcarcd since that time tll the present moment. “The last 
decade of the twentieth century witnessed the appearance, among; others, of the 
tolowng works: The Duran /A Nen" Interpretation by Colin "Turner (1997), be 
Noble (Jar'an: A Nem: Rendering of it» Meaning in Hnpbsb by Abdalhaqg and Aisha 
Bewley (1999), a new edition of Te Koran by N. J. Dawood (2000), and Te 
Majestie (Quran: An. Enplsb. Rendition of lis: Meaning by a Turkish comrruttee 
(2000), whuch is a revised editon of an earlier work. At the tum of the century, 
there was no sign of cascade subsidence. Simularly, a number ot brand new 
translatons appeared in additon to new editons of some already avalable 
translatons trom the previous century. Among the most important of these are 


the last revised editon of Muhammad Mahmoud Ghals Tomards Understandins 


I piza elanoj pio Luno pablas) „ados 


verses in some places to reflect their own docirinal biases rather than give an 
accurate presentation of the Muslims' Scnpture. 

Second, other controversial translatons are those influenced by scientific 
rationalism like those of Ahmad Zidan and Dina Zidan (1979), Muhammad 
Asad (1980), and Ahmad Ali (1984). They reject any muraculous references 
mentioned in the Qur'an and tend to interpret them on ratonal or figurative 
basis. For example, while Muslims believe that Abraham, peace be upon him, 
was saved by God's grace from the fire im which he was plunged by 
disbehevers, Asad (1980) argues that the reference m the Quran is "apparently 
an allegoncal allusion to the ĥre of persecuton which Abraham had to suffer" 
(p. 496). Sirlarly, he bekeves that Jesus Christ's muraculous talk in his cradle is 
“a metaphonical allusion to the prophetic wisdom which was to inspire Jesus 
from a very early age" (p. 73). Similar tendencies are perceived in reference to 
the other miracles ot Chnst, Moses, Solomon ... etc., peace be upon them, in 
Asad's translaton and the other similar translatons. 

Third, the most serious distortons by far, however, emerged on account of 
the translatons of the members of the Indian Qadryani and Ahmaddeyya 
communities. "These sects were dedlared as SIS by major Islamic 
istitutons. Therr translations are marred with verses twisted to serve their own 
crooked needs. "They disseminate ideas that contradict with basic Muslim 
bekefs. A prime example is their clam that Jesus Christ, peace be upon him, 
was truly crucified and was not raised alive to God — an idea that is reĤected in 
tharr translations as Neal Robinson (1997, p. 266) points out. They meant to 
give support, on the basis of such perverted translations, to the claims of their 
leader Mirza Ghulam Ahmad that he was the Promised Messiah and Mabdi. 

Indecd, the disseminanon of such doctrnes that drift far away from the 
common Muslims' bellefs did severe injustice to Islam. Sadly, in these works lies 
the utrnost danger — even more than those hy orientalists. Being supposedly by 
Muslim translators, them distortion and misguidance sal under the banner of 
Islam. However, as the translator committee of the Majestic Duran (2000) state, 


they "often 
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as a polemic against Jews". In like manner, the translation of Muhammad Tagi 
A-Dmn ALHiali and Muhammad Muhsin Khan (1996), which was meant to 
replace Yusuf Al's translation, "reads more like a supremacist Muslim, anti- 
Semitic, anti-Christian polemic than a renditon of the Islamic scripture" 
(Mohammad, 2005). A famous example that is often cited in this regard is the 
reference to Jews and Christians that the translators added to the seventh verse 
of sunat, chapter, ALFatiba (Tbe Openino). In. Arabic, the verse reads: 

(7 «kadil)) "oal s glo pal pi pulo Caŭ (il bl pol 
Hilal and Khan rendered it as: 


The Way of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, 
not 


(the way) of those who earned Your Anger (such as the Jews), 
nor 


of those who went astray (such as the Christians) (emphasis 
mine]. 

Indubitably, Ali as well as Hilah and Khan managed to solve part of the 
problems of previous translatons. Bemng free of hostile intentons, having a 
much. better mastery of the Arabic language, targeting close adherence to the 
original text, and providing elaborate explanatory notes, they provided a better 
understanding of the Qur'an. However, the type of comments they sometimes 
added about Jews and Christians gives the unfar impression that Islam is 
tolerant of "the other", a noton that gives support to the alleged clams that 
have been widely propagated by westerners and Israelis lately. 

On the other hand, some translations project sectarian views that are not 
representative of the common Muslim beliefs. First, with Shiltes' translations, 
e.g. that of S. V. Mir Ahmad Ali (1964), the basic concern is that some of the 
verses are peculiarly translated in accordance with the Shiites' queer imposed 
nterpretabons on some general verses that they mean to make particularly 
refeming to Al, Prophet Muhammad cousm and son-in-law, and his 
household, may God be pleased with them. On the basis o these 
interpretation, they support their tendency to confer unbounded glory on Ak. 


Thus, Shiite translators digress trom the mamnstream understanding of the 
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taken from the Bible..., while setting forth e principles and rules of the religion 
he himself had founded. 
Besides, at the Internatonal Seminar on Islam in Paris, held under the 
auspices of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, Bucaille explains: 


When 1 started my i-depth research on the reality of Islam, for the first tirne, I 
started to study its scnipture, the Qur'an and I was obliged to use translations done 
by various IsZawobenes or orentabvis. Alas, the scnipt under these conditions was not 
self-explicative, and 1 remember having, found in several translations of the same 
paragraph such differences that it was evident that these iterpretations were due 
to translators and their commentanes, often added to the text. 

Later on having; acquired the knowledge of the Arabic language, enabling me to 
read the Quran i the oniginal text, 1 ... discemed the evident desire to camouflage 
or to willful$ly change the meaning, evidently im order to adapt the text to a 
personal pomt of view. (p. 10) 


These translations distorted the spirituality of the holy Qur'an and damaged 
the concepts of Islam. Unfortunately, as Sir Edward Denson Ross (1940) 
asserts in his introduction to George Sales' translaton: 

[for] many centuries the acquamtance which the majority of Europeans 
possessed of Mohammedanism was based almost entirely on distorted 
reports of fanatical Christans which led to dissemination of a multitude of 
gross calumnies. What was good in Mohammedanism was entirely ignored, 
and what was not good, in the eyes of Europe, was exaggerated or 
Musinterpreted. (as cited in Sales, 1940, p. 7) 

The unfavourable image propagated by westerners' translatons prompted 
Muslims to translate the Qur'an themselves even though the legitirnacy of such 
aclon was the subject of a heated debate for such a long time. Hence, the 
twentieth century witnessed the publication of a plethora of translations, mostly 
by Muslims. The axiomatic supposition is that these translations should have 
provided a genuine representative image of the spirit of Islam and an accurate 
version of1ts Scripture. However, the situation is not as simple as that. With 
some of these translations further new complications have emerged. 

On the one hand, the translaton of Yusuf Ali (1934), despite being one of 
the classics and the most favourable tlll recently, is sometimes climed to be 
launching ant-Christian propaganda. Moreover, Khaleel Mohammed (2005) 
argues that writing "at a time both of growing Arab animosity toward Zionism 


and in a milieu that condoned anti-Seritism, Yusuf “Ali constructed his oeuvre 
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statement of his goal in the introduction, "I thought gvod to bring it to thar 
colours, that so viewing thine enemies in their full body, thou must the better 
prepare to encounter ... his Alcoran." (p. A3) Besides, the title of this 
translaton, Te „Abonan of Mabomet ... newiy Engbsbed for tbe satisfaton of al tbat 
desire to lok. into tbe Turkasb uartites, is self-explanatory, and it underlines one of 
the basic misconceptions prevalent in the West, namely that Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, was the author of the Qur'an. In this context, 
it is worth mentioning that Maurice Bucaille (1986), an ernunent French surgeon 
and scientist who defends the Qur'an in his book Tŝe Bible, Quran and Science, 


states that some westem translatons meant to deliberately mistranslate the 
word "JJ" ummei (unlettered), referring to Prophet Muhammad in some 


Qur'anic verses, so as to hide the fact that it could have never been possible for 
an unlettered person to be the author of the Qur'an that encompasses historical 
events, that he did not witness, as well as meticulous scientific facts that were 
discovered long after his death and could not have been thought of at the time 
of revelation (pp. 94-96). This fact about the Prophet used to shock westerners 
whenever Bucallle revealed it to them. ln 1734, Sale's translaŭon came out 
based on Marraccfs earlier notorious work. Then, in 1861, J. M. Rodwell's work 
provided a further example of a writer "gunning for Islam" (Turner, 1997, p. 
xii). 

The wide circulation of these early unfar translatons, essentially 
predetermined to discredit Islam, led to embedding distorted facts in the 
western mentality that have now become like axioms despite the appearance of 
a few subsequent somewhat better translations by non-Muslims. Bucaille (1981) 
stresses the existence of mainstream inaccurate ideas that braimwash westerners 
stating, "as most people in the West have been brought up on misconceptionis 
conceming Islam and the Qur'an; for a large part of my life, l myself was one 
such person". He adds: 

As 1 grew up, I was always taught that 'Mahornel' was the author of the Quran; l 


remember seeing, French. translatons beaning, this informaton. I was ivanably 
told that the 'author' of the Quran simply compied ... stories of sacred history 
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The fact that the defamation of Islam has been on these in recent years can 
be endorsed by many. Western media have been propagating the alleged claim 
that Islam is a religion that cultivates violence and promotes terrorism. However, 
some may not be aware thar the commencement of this movement is deeply 
rooted in the past. Perhaps one of the most important factors that spread a lot of 
misconceptions about Muslims' religion goes back to the efrly renderings of the 
meanings of the holy Qur'an into western languages. 

Mofakhar Hussain Khan (1986) points our that the first attempt was a Latin 
translation made by Robert of Ketton in 1143, yet not published ull 1543, at the 
request of the Abbot of the monastery of Cluny. According to Afaf Ali Shuksy 
(2000), the basic goal behind this translanon was to find out the differences that 
shook -the foundations of Christian beliefs so as to find ways to support 
Christianity and discredit Islam (pp. 21-22). This first Latin translation was the 
frst spur that prompted further translaŭons into other languages like Italian, 
German and French in 1547, 1616 and 1647 respectively (pp. 82-83). Hussein 
Abdul-Raof (2001) assers that ir “"abounds in  inaccuracies and 
misunderstandings, and was inspired by hostile intention" (p. 19). In 1698, 
another Latin translation bv Ludovicus Marracci was published, and it was 
supplemented with quotes from Qur'an commentranes "carefully juxtaposed and 
sufĥciendy garbled so as to portray [slam in the worst possible light", as Colin 
Turner (1997, p. xii) points out. The tile of the introductory volume of such 
translation, .4 Refutafon of ibe Quran, leaves no room for quesuoning the intention 
of the translator. 

Ma'ayergi (1984) highlights the crucial role these translaŭons played in 
forming a negative image about Islam. He argues, "[after] the first glimpse of 
Islam through these translaŭons, Europeans grew all the more aggressive in their 
fight against Islam. Various attacks were launched against Islamic culture and 
heritage" (p.442). What aggravated the problem is that such translations formed 
the foundation for a number of subsequent works. 

The first English translation was that of Alexander Ross published in 1649. 


There is no better evaluation of the type of work it is than the translator's 
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The Roots of Islamophobia in Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
- Century Holy Qur'an Translations 


Towards Satisfactory Third Millennium Translations 


Dahlia Sabry" 

Quf'an translations can be said to be extremely important yet gravely serious. 
'Therr crucial importance stems from the fact that they represent the primary 
source of information for those who do not know Arabic — Muslims and non- 
Muslims — and who want to fathom the depths of Islam through reading its 
very revealed word. 'They are the major recourse of the former who, due to the 
language barner, are deprived of approaching their revealed Book in Arabic, 
and those of the latter who are curious to putsue familiarity with Islam through 
ĥrst-hand knowledge instead of simply "imbibing received opinions and 
attitudes without individual thought and reflecton", as Thomas Cleary (1993) 
puts it (p. X). Their seriousness lies in the great role they play in. formulating 
recipients' opinion about Islam. About the benefit of reading the Quran by 
non-Muslmns, Cleary (1993) states: 

For non-Muslims, one special advantage in reading the Qur'an is that it provides 
an authentic pomt of reference from wuch to examme the biased stereotypes of 
[slam to which Westerners are habitually exposed. Primary information is essential 
to distinguish between opinion and fact in a reasonable manner. This exercise may 


also enable the thinking individual to understand the inherently defective nature of 
prejudice itself... (1993, p. VID. 


However, for Cleary's benefit to be realized, translatons should be accurate 
and objectve. This has not always been the case since sometimes, as Hassan 
Ma'ayergj (1984) points out, "[translating] the meanings of the Quran offered an 
opportunity to distort and musinterpret its meanings or to divert Muslim 
minorities living under non-Muslim rule away from the Quranic text and to 


reconale them to [distorted] translatons ..." (p. 442). 
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